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Acts xkiv. 14. — Bui this I confess unto ihie, 
ihat, after i^Moay vtkich they call heresy^ 
so worship I tt^ Ctodcf my Jhthers, 

aO the eharge^^ wliieh the Apditle here 
aekfiowledgeis^ and whieh ha« be^ pre« 
f^red i^iMt w mfmy of the wise and the 
good, in all diges^ we^ my bretibren^ stand 
this day .emmently okmoxioas. Otir di»- 
iiqgwshieg (Hrin^ples do not faroor one 
sect'<^ imr fellow-citiMQs m of^)osttkHi ten 
fl^iiotiier; but are ineoosisteiit with doctrines^ 
which are regardied by all of them a^ tibe 
▼Ital q^ad ftmdaiiumtol part of Cluwtiaiitty. 
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We know that the erection of this edifice 
is deplored by many, as tending to unsettle 
and disturb the minds of those, who have 
never considered the orthodox &ith as a 
subject of dispute, and to lead some to 
abandon the hel^t on which they have 
reposed their hope of salvation. The in- 
vectives of those, who have nothing of 
Christianity hut .the.napie^ we utterly dis- 
regard* . But the mouritf^ ciBn^iire paMed 
upon us by men, whose integrity we ho- 
nour, and whose piety we are grieved to 
ofiend^ although it cannot alter the nature 
of tf uth, nor induee us to relinquish prin- 
dples* embraced upou calm, conviction, calls 
6n us to inquire with- humility and serioucH 
ness into- the motivesj^by which we are in- 
fluenced in separating ourselves from other 
ehurdhes^ and apjpropriatiAg this htoiise to 

worship. ^ Are we certain, that- 
we are not actuated, by an obstinate spihit 
of dippositidn^, or a vain desire of distinction? 
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B0ntiifebt, , fiioiii every vi^ to . human !apf- 
j^nse. ,«tad worldly advaatage ^ fW>iii. everjf 
aJim^itQ Mi^y the, dUcontrai o£ a i^drh^ 
imaginfitiqa^ dr to relax the: stm^to^sii •of 
IB^oral di^ipl{ne? Does ««r cmwdtenee:^ 
mr«f , 'thdt >i<fe l^re etnbraeed (^r o^ku 
in coDsequencb of: wbittBaed and attcciiTa 
iat)uiry^ tljuttrvr^' mwto them from an aVful 
ieti8e;^df dviyi? Are we denroos, whileiifA 
secnro ouit«wil everlasting wid&irey tb.pfa«hi . 
raotid the faappibew o^ mankind ai Ingej-td. 
aeo^drate the diAnaon ofi trdtfa and vivtiie) 
and to advdnve the glory of God and ^w 
Hibcess and hbQOnr .of the Christian bamed 
And, while wd laiment the errors of, oaij 
TrmitariaB' b^th««iy and ardently l«ng fibp 
the dawn of truth upon'theirnjiods^ do wti 
love and respect , them ibr their virtnes, 
prayingior.gffKe^-mercy, and peace, to ali 
of 'every s^t, v^ho love the Loud Jesu» in* 



aJBcerity^ and practise his commands? If 
these be oar views and inotires, ^Ppy ^^^ 
we! Though scoffers may deride add friends 
forsake^ thoagh . eoemies may. injmre and 
reTile^ and -the strong arm of persecution 
he lifted up against ns^ God approves our 
rigfateom exertions; He will uphold us in 
the day of trial ; He will finaUy ' bestow 
immortal hliss w our reward. 

If^ then^ my brethi^n^ 'i^e^ like the 
Afo^ Paul^.are conseicms that ithe sin« 
galarity of our religious profesmon proceeds 
fcDin pure^ benevolent^ and pious mbtiv^es> 
we need not be ashamed to cbnieiBS before 
our felk>w-meh^ i^or shall we be asiittnied 
to cfiotfess^at the day irf" retribution^ in the^ 
prc»gence of our Judge^ that after the way 
which some call hdt^^ we have worfiUp|»dl* 
the God of our fathers. * 

We owe* it both to ourselves* and lo our 
friends and fellow-citiasens^ that/ after hav- 
ing implored the divine blessing on the 
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rnvnew to be performed in this Houiie of 
Prayer^ we sboiild occupy the .first hours 
of our meeting together in it^ in stating 
the remonsy which oblige us to separate 
frmn the Established Churchi and from 
other bodies of Dissenters. Many regard 
our princi{des with the utmost abhorrence^ 
: consigning us and all who may be induced 
to join in our worship^ to dreadful and ever- 
lasting woe : to such per^ns we would u* 
gain urge our modest petition^ that they 

would not condemn us unheard^ nor riolently 

> 

reprobate a system which they have^ never 
t«fef n the pains to understand ; and we hope 
that a statement of our real sentiments «tay 
tend^ if not to banish^ at least to mitigate 
their asperity. Others think that our re- 
ligious peculiarities^ are of such trifling im- 
port^ as to make a separation unnecessary : 
to such persons we answer^ that we dissent 
from the Establishment and from other 
sects, aa points whidi we thwk of wpreme 

B 
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mouimir ike Mm of onr iUtional faenlties^ 
Ih^ Ohj^i of ReligicHis w^mhip^ and the 
means of ol^toinuig Sbl^Atiofi^ . fey jiiittnding 
|o Qur stotpiQ^ni they wiU^ we trusty per- 
e^ve^ that, we are jvfitified by the ffnal 
iffparianpe of our priaciples ia SocmiBg . a 
distivct dg^ciatioA^ and that av^^ epinions 
i^re powerfully condiicive to private and 
dpius^iq, happiness, to civil peace and oirr 
der, to the. wel&re oE> states, and to. the 
moml and viteUectual im^oi^eiDrat of thjs 
whole human race. Others blaitae us.for 
mia&;;iQg jaa. additional .enc»roachment on ^jjbe 
unaniipjity of Christian, professors, and openr 
ing a fresh source of religious dissensioii! 
hiit^up9i} consideration, they will find, timt 
our aim k directly the reverse, Ihat our 
principles tire, admirably calculated. to. pro- 
mote union among all the disciples, of Jesus, 
to extinguish th^ flames of controve^y, ^nd 
at length, to bring back all believers into 
on^ fold under one Shepherd. 



girtf trte real cotttftrh'. I wish to speak of 
&em with correctness and inhpartiality, 
and to fiMiert awthiti^ bnt whtft is tvqnitdtti 
tO' TiAdldate Ouf to|Htration. My stated 
hettrerii will bear me witn^s, that it is not 
niy'tinbit to dttef directives agaimlt'Ollter 
dttfid^inations, but that my great aim tttr 
all Ordinary oecffioons is, to enli^ten and' 
edify their minds by presenting Hxe most 
in^resBive views of the duties, the' lootires, 
aAd'the hopes of Ohnstians, and of the per- 
fectiois and proHddnce of the S(;rv'ereign 
Bfivd. Onr secemiofi frmn otHer cUdniheir 
evid^itly oipi^, that we thmk their prin- 
oiptetf iff some respecite defective: but, if: 
tibis IB implied, why tdioiild it not be openly 
^knowled^ed, and fairly stated ? IVelisieii 
wiUi ottentiKHi to the objections of onr ad^ 
ve^saHiis: why should Hiey turn aMlsdainfal 
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ear to 4lie objectittus which we in the sfHrit 
of meekness propose to their consideration? 
Besides^ if^ faithful to what I deem isi- 
portant trath> I point out the defe€4» of 
other Christian societies^ I beg that it umf 
be remembered^ that I ipondemn only pr^ 
eiples and opinions^ not the men^ in whom 
those principles and opinions^ having been 
unhappily imbibed in the years of child? 
hood^ oppose the rising dictate? of OkW 
linderstandmgs and the native benevolence 
of their hearts. 

In order to ccmvey a just idea of Uk 
constitution of Unitarian Societies^ it is 
necessary to premise^ that^ whilst we are 
united by a f^ gr^at principles, ther^ ai*e 
numerous topics of inferior consequence, re*- 
specting which we differ in opinion among 
ourselves. All Unitarians agree in denying 
that Jesus Christ was the eternal God, and 
that he is the object of religious worship. 
Some of them, however, believe that he 
i^as employed, as an instrumeqit in the 
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ids of ^ue Deity ^ to create the' material 
orld^ though not poitoessad of undeMTed 
wisdom and independent power: others be* 
Ueve only in his pre-existence. Seine go 
still farther 5 maintaining that. he was sim^^-^ 
ply a hnman bemg^ hmt conceived in the 
womb of the virgin according to the intf o^ 
ductoiy chapters of Matthew and Lnke^s 
gospds : otiiers see reason to believe tibat 
tliose chapters are interpolations^ asd there- 
fore deny *the dbctrine of the miraeiiloos 
€Mmc<6pti(m^. In like manner^ all UnHa^ 
rwtis agree^ that ihe death of Christ was 
An incalcnktble blessing to mankind : some^^ 
however, do not presume to determine the 
exact manner in whidi it candu<»s to the 
good of men, while others think that the 



* This exteosive application of the term Unkarianf seems 
to be agreeable to its use among those of the continental 
Reformers, to whom it was originally gives. It was em- 
ployed as a geneiifi term, including various subordinate secti^ 
•mz, FamovianSy or Arians, Sodnians, Budneans^ and othark 
See Mosheim's Eccles. HisL Cent. 16, Sec. Sy* Part 2, Ch; 
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modte ef its beneficial opmiioii «tey be dluN* 
l&ieily pointed ant: \mk all Mject the 
Tdmtorian doctrines of ttt«»B0tioD «&« 
vicarknB atmement^ believing^ not thai 
Jems w^es hislblkfireb firom the oF^last^ 
iiig misery ti> whidi they are unpt^osed tb 
kav^ bedn A>6med in ciMUie<][Utt&ee of tlu» 
inn \A tfaeir first pareniii^ btrt ^t Ife sai^cM 
Ibekn^ by the force ef his doetrincM5 ptecepte: 
and exaMple^ frotti riee^ igneramte^ and wtn^ 
perstiiion^y and frcm the misery which ie 
Aeir natural result. The ofdinanee of Ba|v 
tism^ whidh has generated so unaoh bitter 
contention among Trinitarians^ is a subject 
om which we entertein yarions opimoiHi: 
some of us pnctise the baptism ef w/fimfoy 
ethess of adidU^ and^ome thiidc that this 
use of. water may be omitted entirely *. 

.,..•* .••  • • 

. * Tibe Unilltriitai oongregatioft of the New MeeliBgf Birw 
minghaaiiy presents the gratifying spectacle of tiro minist^n^' 
uailed in ternuHiyaiiid zeal^.one of whoiikNi» aBaplislithfe' 
other m Pado^baptisl. See Dr. Toi^oud's *^ Four Diseodrses 
OB Ghrisfeiaa Baptisiti/'^ Dedication. 






Materialism and Necessity, we ratlker re- 
main in dottbt or espouse opposite sides. 
On these and other points, whidi have 
been debated by orthodox Christians witk 
rancoronv animosity, w« agree t» cUifer. 
We cowdder these sobjoete as importsnt^ 
and well worAy of an aitentiT« exaHBna4 
tion; hai we are convinced, thai a differ- 
ence of opinion reelecting them, is ne refr* 
son why we- should not join together in 
adoring that God,^ whom alone w« adknow** 
ledge, and in exhorting one another tothose 
labonm of ^love, and that patient continue- 
anoe in well-doing, which-alpne we believtf 
ta be the conditions of our Acceptance. Biy. 
exercising mutual candoar, and by the li* 
beral atid calm discusmon of our opposite 
view8,wehope,notwithsitfDcliiigourvarietyi 
of smtiment, to present an exemplfiry pftt* 
tern of harmony and union. 
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' What^ then^ are those groat distingiiUi- 
ing prinoiples^ in maintaining which we 
are all agreed? ^ 

L l%e first is, THE FREE AND UNBIA8SBD 
ME OF THE UNIWRSTANDIN6 ON RELIGIOUS 

SUBJECTS. This we regard m cor undoubted 
right, our high prerogative, and our indis- 
pensable duty. To assert this, we. quit the 
Church established by law, and the otiier 
sects of dissenters. 

« The principles of what is called Ortho- 
doj(y , are adverse to the free exercise of the 
understanding on religious subjects. Ac- 
cording to this system, the mind of man is 
thoroughly depraved, and all its faculties 
perverted. Rei»son is a treachero«« guide ; 
always deceitful, but especially dangerous 
when followed in matters of faith. Is it 
possible, my friends, that they who enter- 
tain this degrading opinicm oi the faculty 
of reason, can ^/ show themselves men. 
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whcfii reiigiaus troth » Ike 4iG|e6t of 
ponuit? 

The exerciie of the imdieratand&ig is afao 
dieeked m the Trinitarian by the dread of 
that eternal neiisery^ which he believes to 
be the oonsequenee of error. Should he 
chanee to abandon the trne faith^ the bei^ 
iomless gttlf of destruction yawns to receive 
him^. Having snch a prospect^ how can 
he pnrrae his inqfuiries with his mind calm 
and composed^ and fearlessly intent upon 
ti*iith? 



* Slime, hcfwerery wlio retain the doctrine of the Trinity^ 
deny that involuntary error exposes men to damnation* H6re 
we see the struggle of Trinitarian prejudice with the natural 
feelings of humanity. But such a concession strikei^ at the 
root of' the orthodox system, and is thevefare regyvded wifli 
horror hy true Trinitarians. If any one admits that it is 
possible for a Unitarian to be a good man, to be the object of 
diiriiie approbation, and to be happy after death, he is on the 
point of becoming a Unitarian himself. For his benevolent 
hope implies that he doubts or rejects the doctrine of origtiud 
sin. But if originid sin be given up, what necessity is there 
for the vicarious suilbrings of an incarnate God, or the mira- 
culous influence of the third person in the Trinity.^ 

c 
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Besides tkis^ many of Ae tenets of ort&o- 
doxy are acknowledged to be not only above 
reason^ but apparently contrary to reason ^. 
Henoe their advocates are reduced to the 
neeesdity of depreciating the hnnoian uiuler^ 
standing, and making exceptions against its 
nse. Slither reason mnst be renonnced^ or 
Galvuiism: through attachment to their 
early -received opinions^ they commonly 
dioose to renounce reason. Although the 
Tigoroug em^oyment of it is attended vriili 
an exquisite gratification^ they stigmatise 
it as cold; and^ though it is the most refined 
and spirUmal part of our nature^ they call 
it catnah 

Thinking it unsafe to m^ke foith the 
result of rational inquiry/ the Trinitarian 



* Tbey are doctrines, ia the lax|giiage of a kite emilieiit 
bishop, (Hurdy) «« at which reason stands aghast, and fiuth 
herself is half confounded;" and which, according to the 
expression of another bishop, (Beveridge,). *< would.be ridi- 
culed as absurdities, if they were not to be adored as mys- 
teries.** 
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determinesiio growid it upon earfy prepidiee. 
He is anxious^ that the mysteries of reli- 
gion should be among the first coneeptioM^ 
impr^^Hed upon the tender mind. Having 
with parental anxiety introduced his< chil* 
dren to the phraseology ^ and^ as larias tiie 
nature of the case admits^ to the ideag^ of 
the orthodox system^ he only wishes that 
every future af^icaiion of their imnds i Ur 
religious exercises nsay serve to confirm 
their belief in that system; andywiih this 
ill-judged^ but really benevolent intention^ 
he cautions them against looking into any 
books^ or l&tening to any conveniation^ by 
which their iiaith may be siiaken. The 
orthodox. |!»rq(ireAer co-^operates with these 
aims of the orthodox parent. Considering a 
firmhelief in the doctrines of erigbal sin, 
the aionement, and the divinity of Christ, 
as the only means of salvation, he labours 
incessantly to imprint those doctrines on 
the minds of his hearers : if he succeeds. 



ke webres to tibem eternal liappiiiew and 
glory ; if he faik^ tb^ir everlaating and in- 
etnceivable tormeilt is the caHseqiienee* 
Ooiikd by'tiiefle priraAjdiet to. In religions 
creed^ tbe TrinitariaQ feeb Utile curiosity 
to aeardb after Ike raiumal largmmentsy wkich 
jftpoya tlie tliTine origki of Christianity; he 
seldom elerates his thoughts by attendinii 
to the discoveries and reasonings of ^Nainffal 
ReKgion ; and still less is he inclined to at* 
tend te tiie evidence adraneed agaimi the 
system^ in which he has been ednoated« 

To these princifdes and practices^ (hi 
stating which I have only « studied fairiioM 
and impartiality^) how contrary are Aoise 
which it is onr happiness to maintain. 

We are thankfsl to God for the Ihcalty 
of reason 5 which we value as the i^ioest 
gift of the best and wisest of beings; inoh 
parted^ not that it might deceive and betray 
ns^ but that' we might enjoy that pure and 
elevated satis&ction> whidi accompanies 
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its actire exartioiis; tJmi it nught guide w 
to the attainmept of knowledge and vvtine ; 
tlukt it OMght aid us in the direction of imr 
gocdal affecticms; and gradually advano« our 
natures to their highest dignity and hap- 
piness. How great a blessing reason is, 
we are feelingly convinoed^ ^ when. we look 
upon those of our fellow^creatures^ who 
wtant it ; aod of the. exalted state of bliss 
tod glory^ to which ndan may attain by its 
diligeot improvement^ we form a ^etint c<Nte. 
eeption by. contemplating the vast acqakif 
tiohs^ to which it hais already conduteted* 
Reason has made the most wonderful mmI 
magnificent Ascoveries in physical^ience; 
it \ms weighed in a balance the distant 
planets^ and brought to light the more 
secret operations of nature ; and^ while it 
lias carried the mihd from world 'to world 
and from system to system^ it. has ma4a 
man almost an inhabitant of the heavei»« 
Reason directs to whatever is true in ifiecu- 



I 
•t 



Z2 

lation^ to whatever is excellent in practice. 
If men were always to judge reMonably^ 
tiiey would neyer admit any opinion as 
certainly true, but when it was supported 
by decisive evidence ; and they would not 
allow their assent to be stronger, than was 
warranted in each case by the degree of 
probability: Reason would thus preserve 
them from err&r. If men were always to 
regulate their conduct by reason ^^ they would 
igiee that whatever is contrary to the: will of 
Grodand the invariable rules of rectitude^ 
detracts from the happiness both of others 
and of themselves: Reason would thus pre- 
serve them from vioe. No greatt amendmeBt 
will ever be made in the condition of man- 
kind, but by the use and improvement of 
reason. We therefore confer a most in^ 
portant benefit on our fellowH^reatures^ if 
we encourage them to the vigorous and 
unrestrained exercise of their understaudt- 
ings on every subject^ and if, by inducing 
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tbem to reaMn cautiously and frequentlyy 

we teach'them to reason weU. 

But aniimg all subjects, by far the noblest 

and most important, on which we can eii^ 

ploy our reason, is religion. We here 
expatiate in a field of boundless extent, 

where the invagination is elevated by1)eing 

fixed upMi the most grand and commanding 

objects, where the understanding is enlarged 

and strengthened by the most interesting 

and sublhne inquiries, where the heart is 

trained^ to the admiration and purs}iit of 

goodness, and immortal lappines^disCovered 

in the path of virtuous self-government. 

It is tfad office of Reason, (delightful and 

dignified employment!) to infer from the 

harmonious connection of the woi^s of na-^ 

ture, from their infinite variety, and their 

stupendous magnitude, the existence of a 

Creator, great and wise and good. Reason 

then examines the credentials^ by which 

Jesus and his Apostles prove their divine 
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comminion. For the Christian relij^otf, 
far from discouraging inquiry^ asks a strict 
semtiny and full inyestigation^ in order that 
it may be acknowledged to be worthy of 
all acceptation. Jesus Christ requires us 
I to use freely our senses and our intellects^ 

to ^^ hearken and to understand^;'' and his 
Apostles enjoin us to ^^ prore all things;" 
^^ to be fully persuaded in our own minds;" 
^^ to be always ready to give an answer to 
every one^ that asketh a reason of the hope 
that is in usi^/' Even when the claims of 
Christianity to a divine original have been 
admitted^ reason is not to be laid amde. 
The diligent and careful use of it is still 
f necessary^ to enable us to discover the sense 

Ij and meaning of the sacred writers. Unless 

jj we are guided by reason in studying them^ 

the Scriptures can be of no more Use to ns^ 
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 Mark vii. 14, 
f 1 Thesd. v. 21. Rom. xiv. 5. 1 Peter iii. 15. See also 
Acts XTii. U. 1 Cor. x. 15. xiv. 20. CoL i. 9. iTim. ii. 7. 
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ihfta the light of day to the man who shuts 
his eyps. We therefore ej^ercito oar un- 

4 

dersta&diiig in applying to theYoliifne bf 
Rev^latioQ the rules .of impartial: ilo4jndi* 
cious criti€i»n% yt% endeavour to dj^pover 



il«*iUita 



^'The practice o^ Uditariitnd ih this patdculas k alladed to 
witbscnne ws^&ntf in a passage of the late contFOversyi which 
took place in Glasgow, concerning the propriety of admittipg 
instromental music into public worship. Td the ' retnarks of 
an ^on^mous writer on the meaning of the word 4«a^ in 
^e Greek Testament, the Presbytery make? the following re- 
ply. ^ He seems not a little to cotmtentoce th^ method of 
ticanslatiog and intei)[Nre^ii|g I^Hp^irc^ adopted bjF Sociniads 
and. those, who would be wise abpve what is written; arro- 
gantly condemning the translation presently in use id our 
Ifuid, ,dfacpj0ned ^y the Kihg, ^hd authorised by the Ghvffch»'f 
Slatement of the Proceedings of the Pr^bytery .of Glasgow 
relative to the as^ of an Organ in the public wotship of God, 
p. 250. •It » arro^i»t thett to ph>p«» iM»»>diB«i>|. ia th« 
common trai^lation, because it has been once received into 
general use, ndCWilhstanding the numerous and' importdn^ 
aoCe^onS't^ Ublisalkijowledge; since Ae^year 1610^ wboB.it 
was first published; because it is ** sanctioned by the King,*' 
notwithstanding the defects 'in it»' which are rendered mani- 
fest by th^ learned and impartial laboops of such Boen aa 
Newcome, Marsh, Campbell, Griesbach, Michaelis, Schleus- 
ner; and because it is «< authorised by the Church," although 
the Church, (in our bundble opinion unreaspnal^ly,) bows, to 
Royal authority in questions of sacred criticism, and thus an- 
nihilates the independent weight even of her own decision. 

D 



iU real dotftrines by <iomparing oae portkNi 
with Miotiier^ by usiiig the plamer parts as 
aids is ititerpretiiig tli& mtnrt "obecnre^ and 
by ttomideritig the drciraistaiiees in whk^ 
the writers were placed^ And* Ike modes of 
speaking to which they wereacciistoiiiecL 
As friends to the wirostrakied and 'tm-^ 
biassed use of the mentiU facalties in them- 
I selm tod others^ Uniteriatis are the de*- 

! pidea foe, rf per«c«li«. in every f<«. «rf 

I degree; and not only do they dissent on 
this ground from the established Chorcfaes 

II of England and Scotland^ bnt wonM dis^p- 
' prove of a civil establishment^ even though 
I expreaG^y framed for the support of their 

T * * 

{} own doctrines. When, the governors of a 

;j country undertake to. av^ow and maintain 

;; a certain theological system^ and expose 

those^ who do not receive it^ to pains^ 



I 






' penalties^ , and privations^ . they necessarily 

;i produce in the minds of men an undue bias 

towards that particular system^ which is 



!•, 



unfaTonralile to th9 fvee exerdse of the 
oadeiri^aBditig in the pursuit of truth* Be- 
UgioBs eitablishment^ are also cfhjeotipu-^ 
able^ hecause they induce the mo$t profa^ 
$Ad worthless men to assume a religious 
prof^sidoii merely io gratify their views of 
mtenest aud awbitidn^ and thus bring re- 
proadi upon the oause of Christianity ; be-' 
cause true religion waiits not their, assist- 
ance^ and prdPers to engage the respect of 
men solely by .the oTidences of its truth and 
the happy effects of its diffusion; because 

the exclusire support of a ceriahi theo- 

» . . . . 

logical system is a misapplication of the 
public revenues ; and because the civil ma-' 
gistratf; is in general so little qualified to 
be the arbiter of religious controvi^rsies^ 
thatjf if he interferes at a}!^ he is much 
more likely to establish error ^ tiian to pa- 
troniie truth. A religious establishmeiit 
appears to be an insult both to the human 
uuderstanding^ and to the Christian religion: 



i 

I 

ill 
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it insults the human understanding by im- 
plying^ ^at it requiises to be directed and 
overawed by the great and the powefthl^ 
even in those eonoei^ns^ with vegaard to 
which all are equal iu' the eye of God> and 
all equally capable of forming a just ded- 
sion; it insults the Christian reMgioD by 
implying, that its own truth and excellence 
is not a suificient bulwark, and that it can 
produce no good effects without the aid 
imd protection of the civil power*. If we 
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* S* Boxfii gentlemen talk pf < nudng batrien about the 
Ch^rcli of Go4, and protectiog his honour/ Language that 
is li^tonishmg, tha^ is shocking, that ahnost approaches to 
blaspjhoniqr) » Whft! Man! a poor vile contemptible reptile, 
talk of rai/Mug barriers about the Church of God! He might 
as 'well talk of protecting Omnipotence, and raising barriers 
about hi^ thr<(ne. Barriers a|iout tb^ Church of God, Sir? 
About that^ church, whic^, if there be any veracity in Scrip- 
ture; shall continue for eVer, and against which the gates of 
I bell sball ^ot prevail? If I m^j be allowed on f o pElerio^s an 

'l\ occasion, t9 recollect a fable, it puts me in mind of one which 

\\ 1 have met with, of a stately, magnificent, impregnable castle 

i ^It on a rock, tb^ b^^f of which was t^e . centre of the earthy 

the top of it pierced the clouds, the thickness of the walls 
eould not be measured by cubits. At the bottom of it a fa^ 



mdeayaur to decide the qnestion concerning 
the utility pf establidiments by an appeal 
to experience y we find that Christianity 
flourisbed most^ and produced by far the 
inost glorious ^ and happy effects^ daring 
the period when it received no countenance 
whatever from any civil authority*; that 

I I I I I I . I I »■> III I i II I I   *i I I I ' . I , 

moleK were one day very busy ioTaising up a little quantitjr 
ef earth, which when some mice saw. What are you doing, 
■aid they, to disturb the tranquillity of the lord of thi^ castle? 
We are not disturbing his tranquillity, replied. the moles; all 
Hind as you are^ you may see that we are only throwing up 
a rampart to protect his castle. 

<* The Church of God, Sir, can protect itself. Truth needa 
not be afraid of not obtaining the victory on a fair trial. Tlie 
Ibvers of truth will love all sincere inquirers after it, though 
they may differ from them, in various religious sentiments. For 
it is to impartial and free inquiry only that error owes its ruin 
and truth its success. Those who are penetrated with the bene* 
Tolent spirit of the Gospel will not condemn as heretics, will 
not reject as unworthy of their affection, any who believe the 
Christian religion, who search and endeavour to understand the 
Scriptures, though they may be unable to comply with creeds 
and articles." — Sir George Savile's Speech in the House of 
Commons, Feb. 6th, 1772, published (p. 57. ) in Mr. Belsiiam's 
Itfife of Lindsey, a most interesting and important Work. 

* That is, from the time of its first promulgation to the year 
SI 5, whto CcnoBtantiue the Great professed Christianity. 
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i^eajrlj all state religions^ wliethar ClirMK 
tian or Fagan^ hare bew sapported by die 
most unprincipled peneentions^ serving as 
the obseqnioQs tools of Tyranny^ and tbs 
main supports of igporaooe and fraud; axiA 
that^ although the religious estaUiriiniraits 
of Chrtstendom now wear a more mild and 
rational aspect^ chiefly through the in- 
fluence of men without their pale^ they 
still present obstacles tQ the pvQgf^m of 
knowledge and the improrement of man- 
kind^ almost sufficient to quench the hop^ 
of philanthropy. 

Bttt^ allowing that the magistrate might 
justly apply the public revenue to the 
maintenance of Christian worship^ as a 
pseful method of preyenting crimes against 
society^ surely unintelligible mysteries and 
numerous points of controversy are not the 
proper tests of admission* A few plain^ 
practical^ and undisputed truths ought to 
be selected^ such as the being of a Oodj^ the 
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diyine tnission of JesM €!hrist^ and a future 
state of re wards and punishments; and all^ 
who profess these faiidjaAental doctrines^ 
ought to be permitted to* come in. But 
how ditferent ftom thi^ is the constrtutimi 
of our established Churches! It has been 
calculftted by Dr. Paley^, that the Ar- 
ticles of the Church of England; to whidi 
he belonged^ contain two hundred and forty 
distinct ][nropdsitions^ many of them incoup 
sistent with one another; and I presume^ 
that the distinct propositions^ contained in 
the Wesrtminster Confession^ which is the 
standard o^ faith adopted by the members 
of the Church of Scotland^ would' be feihnd 
upon examination to be neither less -nu^ 
merous^ nor less inconsistent. Althouglif 
therefore, for the sake of coiiciliaf ion, wto 
were willing to enter a NationalChu^reli, 
erected on a broad and liberal basis, we 
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See the Appendix to Meadley's excellent life of P&lejr, 
SeconA^itioni p. S72. 
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musf; stUI dissent from those now existing^ 
both of which .are formed on the mtost con* 
tracted principles df ejcclusion. 

Shut out from, the Established Churchi 

t^ may we look for the opportunities of greater 

freedom in speech and reasoning among the 
various classes of our dissenting brethren? 
Alas! while we are' ready to rej^ice^ that 

g they nobly emancipate themselres from the 

^ yoke of the civil goTemment, we regret^, 

that^ throng the influence of their theo- 
logical system^ they endure from their own 

J 

' ] ministers, and even encourage atifong tht^flU: 

•i 

selves, a degree of inquisi;torial strictness 
and spiritual domination, inconsistent wilh 
ths\t unrestrained and manly exercise of the 
imderstanding for which we contend^ and 
subversive of thai liberty wherewith Christ 
hs^th^ ifiade us free %, • . 



t 
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*I have however' much pleasuto in thidciDg,thiit ourbrcdnseai 
]' |he Independents and the Baptists, have in this part of the 

Island, done much during the last 15 years towards promoting 
a spirit of inquiry and a desire of religious knowledge. 






Ok^ tite ^ine gt«6tond iherefd^e, oft '^hich 
Hk ihiigdailiiiir^ms'ibiitid of; 'AefomM»rs ' a^ 
jai«d'< the- Ml^ritldOsr ' of Poperf '^f we ^m^ 
^e Acotninritnioii ot OrthSdoJi' • iCltai^lies;' 
On ihiBM^pol'ni'e W^k'an' iisyl^bly Wker^' Wie> 
iMylb^ly 'ttnd -^goi^usly em^io^ ouFiii>J 
l^ille^tiial ' ptif^t^- id' t)i^> tno^ iii«ftl^e«li)iiag( 
atiii' s^iiHe 'kitiB^tigatioiiSt * This teotple^ 
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^*lfe''*Aiiotlid* ^^reat 'Atttf> distlngiiishiiig' 
jjiAtiffepfei whidtt #e here assemble to lilain^- 

tafil'^is-lthdt we' OUGHT TO jOFfr^R i»kAYtJR* 

AN* ^ '^'libR ATibN TO Goo^ the' Father] 



t ( 



'^ •< 
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...^ SeQ Kentish's Senuofi on the ConneCtiotii of UtiiUriaDite 
with the J^eadmg Principles of the Protestant Cause. AJsp 
His^Vyerf interesting ** Life of Zuingle, transfaited by Miss 
Aikin^''. in, which the d^fe resemblance between the pcuicipleB, 
of ipquiry, acted upon ]l>y that great reformer^ and thoi^ now 
piwsued \fy Unitarians, is very striking. 

E 
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In the .churches of /o^ihodQiE ChriiUtBs^ 
rellgiow: worship is addreiwd mt PvJy ^ 
Gi9^ the Father^ bat to jtwd otl^r ^rl/muf^ 
minds, <ir intelligent .foefngs^ 0ik^ <pf)p!$esseA 
of all diiriiiQ 9ttHbute«; that i»»^fi opnjofi^^e^. 
to two other Gods. , We 'doi mi hl99!0 ^et. 
brethrev^ li^ho serig^sljf bel^« thati^l^ie 
three pecsoM equally claii^. their h^MPfagfi^ 
for acting:(>9n£ast^ntly with ^b^ir priof^i|ile«i 
But, since to us ther^ is pn^ |^f]> . th? Fa^ 
ther ; since we think the doctrine of the 
Trinity alUtp contrary to reason anjl to 
Scripture ; sipce we, believe that, ,#i^4as, 
Christ is always represented in t^^^N^eW: 
Testament as a created and dependant be« 
ing, and deny the personality of the Holy 
Ghost, we cannot conscientiously join in 
Trinitarian worship; in ns the habitual 
adoption of these fals€ deities would be 
sinful • and Impious; we, dread to iiispjbey 
thiftt ofteri tepested ihoitdd^; ^^ Thou shalt 
worship the Lord, thy God, and him only 
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shalt ^hou serve/' We regard the ddt;^ of 
public prayer to QHd as most solemn and 
^ indispensable. We cahAtot ceasd^ to ^^ love 
Ae habitation of his house^ and the place 
where his hononr dwelleth/^ Bnt we 
cannot join in the' devotions eiirher of ihe 
Eatablishment^ or of any other sect^ because 
they are addressed' to improper objects. 
We are constrained^ therefore^ to meet as 
a distitict society for this awful purpose* 

We know that many ^ who admit our 
opinions^ nevertheless attend the religious 
services of Trinitarians; nor do we condemn 
•' them i to their own Master let them stand 
or fall. To us^ however^ the path of duty 
is clear^ the voice of conscience and of 
heaven is^ authoritative and irresistible. In 
our eyes^ the great doctrine of the Unity 
of God shines with incomparable lustre 
throughout the Bible^ and we find no pre- 
cept in the divine law so solemnly and 
forcibly enjoined as that^ which requires us 



90 

iq cqnfy»>QXff homage to thft <^e Siipr^int 

,, ,To.reTe«ly ^^aUiah5^a|ld ppo|t9gptte this 
dpctrinej ; was the gircMt; i(nd;pro;pff9ed to be 
accompliithed by the inspiration of 'th^ He- 
brew prop^etii^ md .tl|e. q^lendid series of 
i^iraples ^recorded in tibbe Old T^^tttanseBt 
yo promulgate 4he sanofe tnUb among hea* 
^en . nations, and ultiiQately to * eflfec^t i^ 
universal reeeptioqi in- the worlds appears t9 
haxe^beeno^e^ftf the chief purposed^ which 
(^4^8^;^ UKTwerby the misHARcf 
bia^ well-beloved Son. Tb^ divine vbeii^ 
biovuBlf, llier^^rQ^bas bfi\rn0 t^ti«[ie»y ifi ^ 
its gi;eat ipipqrtance^ apd Jbas taught w 
with lyhat a:](oly»c^it4 wai<^hful jealowsy it 
onght to b@ guaprded. > When this doctrine 
is^ strictly maintained^ when all the. events 
of. }flk <atiB4, all the a]|^>earances of Mttulre 
are a^ribed to the jinerring vnsdom and the 
boundless benevoleQce of the one aluiighty; 
unchfmgeable^ apd everlasting Gody a^'firoi 



fomldfttioti'Wlaid for tbe most exali6d{i(ietyv 
But wHea ihk great truth; is once abandoned^ 
when . calatmties are referred to the. iiiter-» 
lereiloe of itaaleViilent agents^ and the ootis^ 
iktiim of mail k.rapfKised to be affected *b^^ 
the will <^ beings, who jactiiudependaidily 
cS tlie <me true Ood, a door is op^eied for 
the admissiwi ^f every iblly, and the most 
g^dss idolatry, the most gloomy sopersi^ 
tion may be expected to ensue. Kind and 
compassionate deities will be regarded with 
gratitude perhaps, but not with confidence 
and veneration; the idea of malevolent 
powers influencing the state of man will 
raise the dismal feelings of abhorrence, 
anxiety^ and terror"^; whilst the aflSeK^tions 
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* The learned Dr. ThonMS Burnet, in bis ArAattAogiae 
Fbilosophics, {a w<nrk whicb I admire faiuch for its beaut&t 
$ity\e mod elegant Latini^, ) maintains Uiat th^ ofeadcm and M 
of man took place on the same day, and thus bitterly laments, 
that what God employed six days in completing, the De^ 
detroyed in aa many hounu ^ Intra unius diei spatium hsee 
omnia confecta legimus, magna et mnlti&ria negotia. Sed ar* 
dec dolore, cum, tantillo tempore, omnia inyersa et perturbat# 
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oi s^^p^me love and reverence^ which 
piH of . division^ and can only, centre on one 
olii^eci^ will be entirely aimihflated. Do 
I speak from mere if>ecnlationt Read the 
history of mankind; yon will ^tmi perceive 
it: to. be a fact^ that in proportion as the 
Uhitiy of God has been disregarded either by 
Heathens^ Isr<aelSies5 or Christians^ these 
evils have be^i the nniforiuand dreadfid 
eons^nenceu 

video ; totamque reiiiin naturatD, vix dum compositam et ador- 
ilalain,aiite prhni sdisoocasum ad ioteritum niere et defonmRl* 
Mane dieiPeuadixit» ombia esse bona; sub vespere omnia jBunt 
exeorabilia. Quam fluxa est rerum creatarum gloria! Opus 
ekboratum per sex dies, idque omnip^tenti mana, infiunis 
Bestia totidem horis perdidiu Lib. II. cap. 7. 

Thus is the Devil advanced to a higher rank than the true 
God. And, although the Devil himself never did any harm, 
(since he has no existence but in the ardent imagination of 
erring Cbristiansy) yet the idem of him has done infinite mis- 
^ief. It has caused the cruel murder of ^ thousands, who 
vrere sm^pected of intercourse with him, and the distressful 
\error and miserable superstition of millions, who believed in 
his existence. As nothing produces such elevation of mind 
and dignity of character as true religion, so nothing leads to 
fiijch degrading follies and horrible excesses of cruelty as 
Qidse nation? of superior agency. 
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. A» theraffir^ we vAlnfi'ithe'lulJiMtieRK-af 
raaakind,' ibe liooodr of- religiony and i Aci 
inproi^eniBnhabd vcelfsreoCoBF'aifaaiiiiliii 
ir« Aoe bonndit* obey tibie .«u!ni8t nstiqiBgk 
of the Aluiigbtyv against P<^yftkeiaaiy «lsn 
hibit«d:k«th ia,)Ms.HolgF Woi!d andililtha 
noarse aft \6» piovidence; land tonqnosi iut 
framthaW) who pdy; leligjovs w<>rtkip mt 
to'Qhidj the Fjaither, (Mty; bdt toidAer. 
b?IdgB, cjlutfaetaased by djflTerebt 4i»po»lr 
tions aD4 0Stfei, called Ood: the S«il,,wid> 
CM tbe.Heli'iGhest.l ..;.. ,■; ,^.i ! , : '-„j 
WhetherjUiHy hti1)>im, we idgHtAttua 
blessed <((|smiwi(bjth<)ie'>ei>ti«ientaoCi«Ve> 
and i?f)*si(«t^n^i1*ieh, *r««i}»e t6 o)i« of hJS 
pprfept AarafltBP an* eB»(*e(iio(B«e,y UMi 
comes not us to say., ,. 8»<, ffe; My affifWJ 
titat^ oivsixipubt oC the, im|il«$ni|he4 ;iiii°lty 
Oif^his'lMe aj)0 ,the.;eler^te!d. pirii^oiplrsd^ya 
which 'he:. yf«M always ^aotuated^ hi%th^^iA 
dignity as the chief of the prophets of Qq^ 
and the incalculable benefits which, through 
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his^Tol^taTy anflbrings and hk unshiilEen 
fi^liiyand z/etA^ h&re been ccmferred lipon 
iBlufddttd^ we are persuaded that iuM tvtte 
difeiple^ mil brnKunr him meri^ ^lati ^wtf 
otiieff '^realkre/ Bui we wii^^t0*eviQee 6iir* 
gfatftudb: mid rmet^mHif > not by MM#e««igf 
to: him 'pmise» and |>ray^rs, whidli h» woiild' 
rajttffi ifatd^ «UM|iprbvo ; but hy iMMnftdidng' 
hr'H^irit lind' in itji^ tliAt being;! ^bom* he> 

, 1 ilUit, .his G^ ibd bar God," And by beis^ 

influenced by the motives and |I6^^ which 
tfi(4^set bc^re -lis in his imptessojre Naming, 
*^' N^t every one, that Mi<li unto me Ijorrfj 
tibrdy dtall enter ybAq the ^ingdofni ef- 
Hek^en, but he that <loei&'- £l!te tmti of my. 
f\ltHer #h# is in Hearett."  • ' • 

, 'thli bonsei «f ' prayer We theritfdre de4i^ 
c^te'^tdthe One I'RUB Qoii, the Father of* 
i^^die Crod abd Father of onr Lord ^eftiis 
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liL Ai Hiird grand principle^ on account 
of which we separate from the Establidied 
>€hiireh and Other bodies of Dksenters^ is 

that WC R£OARD HOLINESS OF ttEAIlT AND 
JBaBCBfiLENCEf OF eONDUCT^ AS tHB ONLY 
:MEAN« OF) OBTAINING SALVATION. 

Om* orthodoic: brethren, in their religious 
(Oioeroisesv perpetually aim to inspress the 
convietion^ thatwe ane by naturib vile and 
depraved,' prone only to wickedness^, and 
.thesefbte^^subjeiH^ to Grid's wrath and Cttrs^, 
apd liable to the pains of >hell for ever/' They 
foiitber teach us, that the second person of 
Ithe Ol^mniiy^ moved with compassion for our 
(de^oteftraee, agreed to satisfy the wrath "i^ 

-  I believe Calvinists would now object to the word ** wrath,?* 
and say that the Atonement of Christ satisfied, not the wrath, 
but the justice of God. But that punishment is directly con- 
trary to justice, which is neither inflicted for the purpose of 
re forming, tiie.iiffefider, nor eves iipon the person, who cbm* 
mitted Jfche ^crihie.^ ' To itoy .therbfore that justice was satisfied 
by the jufttings apd deathr of Christ, is a mere misapplfcatkm 
jQ£4ke> word, which does not alter the natiure of the doetrim. 
For this reason I retain the old and proper wordy infoth^' 
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of the first person, hy taking upon him our 

I* 

nature^ and enducing in our stead ihi misery^ 
% to which we were doomed* On his vicarious 

I atonement we are exhorted to reljr^ as the 

only method of salvation ;; repentance and 
reformation of manners are said to be of do 
avail; the works of charity and: piety are 
depreciated^, and a dependance on them is 
represented as presumptuous and fatal. 

To us this! system .appears to, be rincon* 
sistent, not only with reaaon and with itself, 
but with the plainest lessons of i the Scrip- 
tures: and, as we dare not leaa iipcm tluB 
broken reed, but entertain ot^ert^idews.af 
the placability of our (heavenly* Ealbekr and 
the conditions of acceptance, we come here 
to offer a confrite heart as a sacrifice which 



-^ 



* To tlie uoiyers^ applioatioD of this statement, ,1 reyoice 
to think that oar brethren^ the Wesleyan Methodists, are aa 
.exceptioQ. Their ' straip of preac^og ifi genenllf pracHcalf 
mxdf though mingljed with much enror^ well adapted to reform 
the moxala of the lower classes. . . i 



God will not despiso, to coofide in his gra^ 
cious promises of pardon upoD repentance 
and newness of lifey and to learn the wholt 
extent of the duties, which he requires and 
will finally reward and honour. 

We ai^ fer from belieFing, (as our op- 
ponents wnmgfnlly assert,) that our imper- 
fect debds of beneTol«nce and pKty entitle 
id to the rewards of hearen. Our sentiments 
on this subject are those expressed by the 
apostle Paul: " By grace are ye saved, 
through faith ; and that, not of yourselves, 
it is the gift of God ; riot of works, lest any 
man should boast ^." However pure and 
perfect we become, we are still unprofitable 
servants; we have only done our duty; we 
in general receive an abundant recompense 
in this life. The happiness promised beyond 
the grave is not due to our deserts, but flows 
from the inexhaustible fountain of divine 

• Eph. it. 8, 9. 
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g0odbi0Hu It k m^ih» obiaiMd by the 
merits of Christy nor by our mtm w$enUy 
bnt isthe^/inie and mrn/wnhoMd gift of in-* 
finite lore. 

Such is the ndlmirahle ^Bcnej of ihm 
precepto vS the New Testament, as to 
diminish and often entirely sohdne, in than 
who stndy its pages, the malignant inflnnmo 
of the CalTinistic creed; so that, throng 
the power of gospel HMNrality, aided by irirw 
tucms education, the force of good exanqplea, 
and natural beneroltoce of disposition, the 
societies of our orthodox brethren cimtain 
naraevons m^yidnals, on whose eimllenee 
eS character we gladly bestow our highest 
approbation* Still we have reason to be* 
lieve, that they would be move happy and 
.cheerful, and more kind, liberal, and candid, 
if they entertained opini<ms less derogiitory 
from the dignity ei man and the goodness 
of God The Cal^inistic faith, howe¥er 
it may be counteracted by better prin- 
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ciples^ isiti itself p^rniciouS) glo6ttty, and 
immoraL 

They y who beliere that the dikpositioiui 
and faculties of their innoeetit ittfant are 
from its hitHk perverted^ can be dxpeeted 
to take bat Mitle pleasure and employ bat 
feeble effiorts in the almost hopeless' task of 
training it to wisdom and to viriae. Ulese 
views of human natare tend also to suppress 
the desires of improveitieiit and the generous 
s^[itiment9 of emulation; If a man is'firinly 
piersoadted that he is by nature irresistiUy 
inelined to vice^ he will hardly dare to 
aspire at elevated goodness^ and is in some 
danger of becoming in reality the vile and 
worthless wretch^ which he had falsely 
conceived himself to be. But if he is im« 
pressed with just views of the high rank^ 
whicth he holds in the scale of creation^ 
and of the still sublimer heights of virtue^ 
to which^ by the proper use of his intellec- 
tual and moral faculties^ he is capable of 



» I 
t 

I** 






I 

V 
t 

•I 

■I! 

•I 

i; 
i' 

* 



'f. 



! 



46 



aliaimng; whilst hq rejoices in the dignity 
of his nature^ and is sincerely grateful to 
the author of hiy exalted oapaoities^.he will 
eodearojir to aot in a manner worilly of one 
so highly; favoured, t^ complete ;|he yvmk 
whtich G^ haa begim^ and to reach the 
{lUin)Bt9l,e of excellence and gl<^y5 which he 
knows is .not ,lt^yQnd hi9 powers. ' 
: The doctride of atmiement is utafavoot^ 
I ab)e tp mornl improFement^ not only be^ 

cause it ascribed a conduet to God which 
wo should detest in man^ but bectoye it 
represents virtuous habits and dispoititions, 
as attainnients of very subordinate import- 
ance. }f a man thinks^ that he secures 
eyerlasting happiness by, embracing a par- 
ticular creeds he is dispoiped to. act upon the 
l^rinciple^ that his gi^eat and only business 
is to believe^ without feeljing much solicitude 
ajbout his practice. The Bible indeed plainly 
teaches^ that God. will reward every man 
according to his warka^ and not according 
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*iA. • Himca all^/i^b are tible to 

^criptares, add make a proper use 

eitiHlable privilege^ leam to pre- 

leath and theairen^ not soiniich by 

; orifabdol doctrines^ as by ebdea- 

3 'make aU4keir thougbts^' words^ 

w^ a^eeabte to >the( repealed will 

It 18' probable howeVer 'that^ 

aoding Are autfaority : of' the !Scrip- 

o> i bo tioB ' that; the . ; hkppiiiess < bf 

heaven is secured By Ithe ihere . 'belief : of 

defl^n' mysterious: doctrines^ piToduces a 

.fery'cimsiderable aal a very, bad effect. ' 

TIbe 'id(aas;of mlvatiim by faith in the 
atoiiecnent of Christy of orerlasting woe as 
the ^consequence ev^i.^ iiiroluntary error^ 
and of the misery to which the great bulk 
of naankilid are cdnGeived to boi. still irre^ 
versibly 'idevoted. teiid to overwhelm the 
mind with superstitious dread and melan* 
choly^ and to destroy the placid confidence 
•f true devotion. They also form a barrier 
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agaioflt Hiquijry^^aBd dieritk the sentimeMi^ 

«p^ bfidiei^ed ta be the^ objeots of the ^ine 
jmif^mm^y ikm ofaedeate adherents* toi aar 
taral GOJhruptioQ^ aaA the hein o£ tttemal 
damiiatkm. TV) this source we may trace 
mmt of the pet^ecsaUans^ which have di»* 
grained tiie Christian nan^e. They were 
iptended to save the souk of nien^ by the 
ftheddiiig of their bhiod and the barbarous 
lacemtionf of their bodies. 

Although we^ a(& Unitarians, are destttnte 
of that powerM ^engine of eonvendan^^ by 
which bur opponents have put to sSence 
the reasmi^ and woi^ed upon the wealmess 
of. meni( so as ta bring over numbers ta the 

* When James V. of Scotland, received from hia uncle 
Henry VIIL a present of some bookain €onfutatioa of Pofierjr, 
hCf threw them into the fire in the presence of the person 
who brought' them, obsenring that '^ it was better he should 
4«8troy Mam^.than they him/* (Have's Histoi|ry Hesrj 
VIIL ch. 2,) .When Calvinists in the present day receive 
Unitarian publications, they are sometimes known to argue 
in the saoiQ nmsner:, and condemn the books to the KuneiatOb 



^n^hodox faith; yet ^re esteen it nof » 
disadvantage^ But a distin^isAitiig eriiftiiien^ 
and glory ^ that our system requires mmdag 
of its proiessofsy but tb be kitidy derotit/ 
and blameless^ And. to aim at the best 
possible improtetneiit of their talents anil 
capacities; that it leads theth to Ke skdi^ 
dtons about nothing else^ lio much as ^heii^ 
advaiicement in mrtue; and teaches fUeliY/ 
thai^ however a brother may err in specu-« 
lation^ yet^ if his prMtice be ^oody if his^ 
ehanty be^warra^ his piety utiidfeeted^ amt 
his integrity unl^haken3 'he^ dc^rf^' to h^ 
eommended^ loved^ and hoitottr«d. Th§ 

awful doeirin^^ which tMii s^steitt plkbW 

 *■ .  * <   *■ * * 

steaffily befot*e bur eyes during our pasMiagc^ 
^hM>ugh life, is; that ""''Ooc) fadth appdinfc^ 
a day in which he-will judge the world Ht 
righteousness,'' and t6at every iridividuell 
of ihe human race, aecording to the d^edtf 
dohe in the body, whether good or evil> 
wjUl be rewarded with, abdtidaut and evi^ 

Q 



laiHiig htLffbrnmy mr doomed fo wrere ttid 
lopg^endttriiig chattiwfiiiqit* Thkkagrat 
practical trath^ tkan wludi oane cao be 
more powerfblly adapted to eleyate and 
porify tilie miiid^ Happiiie» and niiaery are 
placed bcfinre w j to learn by wbat conduct 
ff c may aeciure tbe one and escape the other ^ 
is tbe solemn bosmess on which we here 
assemble* 

If I baTe iairly delineated the chamcN 
tefistic flpaiures of UnitariaDism^ I lei^Te it 
to the dmdid to decide^ whether we are 
not jostified. by ibeir supreme importanoe 
m abandoning the worship of orthodox so- 
cieties. We trust that pride and ranity 
are not the motives- of our jsecpsBion> but 
an imperious s^se of what we owe to God 
and to ourselves ; aud we hope that^ in3tea4 
of promoting, difcord and animosity amon^ 
Ohristians^ we pursue the most effectual 
vaethod of producing unanimity a^ peape* 
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We are urged io this arowal of dur 
principles by a regard^ not only to our own' 
dilty^ bat to the general improTenient and 
happiness of maiddnd. Unitarianism not 
only unfolds the sobllmest lessicms of wisdom' 
and yirtne to those who embrace it ; but it 
appears to be ^e* sole check to infidelity ^ 
and the only method^ of leading Jews^ Mo^ 
Iwmmedans^ and Hea^ens^ to receive the 
ChrBtian religion. Hie objeotiobs of ' un- 
believers to the >tm4li of Revdatioti have 
for the most part applied only to the false 
additions, which have 'been miside to it. The 
whde body of the; Jews and Mbhammedatti 
insist: so strongly on the doctrine of the 
im% of Ood^ lAiat they will undoubtedly 
continue to hold Christians in abborr^ice; 
as long as tbcnjr persevere in Trimtariaii 
worships When attempts have been made 
to propagate Christianity among F^gan na- 
iloas^ the doctrine of the Trinity has often 
beeQ'foand to be an invincible obstructioni 



^e wtfilQi^ : Ii^a )iat( overcome in ar^ 
gjEiiiig upon it the f vli^toDf^ ^rPpeiMi, 
and hatf (i^pided npQp en^tinvitg iot w)or«ibi^. 
hia p^mt^Moh of virood: md^ttme, ioHaad 
of i}m qi^t ii|J«$tffods,;V?lioiii^.|[3uwtiAn 
lilMi p^roftosod to ^nbstitnto Jn thdr plaoe* 
,,'W^ appl^^ud tb9 ^m-a^eow ^i«iid ^im^ 
|«i<e.sted.^s6al of «i^ Tririitonq^i brethiiin,. 
wJh* baft vi«ted tiiiE) flBM«t dlst«nt! J!«g!mMi 
l»f' :t|# gl<)be» to p^mpll^to i donteiDeBy 
ifbioh tliey^jilbou^ trrofteoiidy^ c»ncm%!6(l 
to b^ imp^ttasttnithcw :!I%enti»r«: delights 

jwibjopt^, Mid the tqtore polrorfol moiairot, 
w)4g|i> ate placed ^fove «», to prowflt' to 
|fai« e«f>eiiilion of eTory;hlNi^Qleiit and^a** 
froiis doii^^' sIuMild make! os no lent 4dmtt 
fws to ilaad otilera to a sM*iom inFos^igatiai 
0C.t^4iWfh> and to^play t^e religion wm 
profeas ia its. oa^iye beauty . raid dignified 
fai»^ioit^> We need not 4i»iib1 into remnf* 
|)Oliiitri0s for tbe purpose of ettimdiiig ih^ 



knowledge of Christ; because, alas! in 
onr own beloved eomtUy doetritte$ are still 
maintained, as opposite, to ^e j>«re religion 
of Jesus aa tho^se whidb we^shoulddisieovfr in 
diBtant.parts. Oftr aim should ba to icorreet 
ike faith of those, who already acknowledge 
tile divine authority of Christ, and who pro* 
fiess a willingness to try their doctrinen hy 
tho toueh«stone of the Scriptures. If wa 
shall succeed in establishing the uondi]^ 
ierated Oospel here on a ^Njoad andjifli^ 
foundation, we need not 'doubt' that th« 
most extei^iFe benefits tvjU ensile, to tho 
otiier portiopv jf^ the. globes The dfastaolesi 
which haTeiMtfaei;^ readercii} it afanosl 
hnpossihle to extend Christianity by apn 
peals to the reasm and o^t^fciem^ of men/ 
will them be reiiiOTed; and our pclsterity 
will see it deceived with gratitude arii 
exultation in every land, disarming at once 
the terrors of superstition and the allqre-? 
meats of vi««<' . .^ /• . 
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^Yfe iiidiiige the [dealing espeGtation^^ 
tkai a state of the world will at some 
^iod arrive, in wMcb ' ^^ men - shall beat 
tiieiif swords into plonghi^ares and their 
spears into pruning-hooks j" in whidb the' 
(Hn of battle will be no longer heard ; and- 
all mankind will ^be united id the bonds df 
ami^y ^^ mutual gQod will. Bat this can 
only be accomplished in one dngle way;' 
by ' the extectsive preralenee ' of the doc- 
irint^ wkii^h we maintain^ Hcke benevolent, 
anid sanctifying dobtrines<if Hkfb uncorrupled 
6ospeL ' The wkdom of politicians ^nd the: 
lessons of philoso|dierB appear incompetent^ 
io bring on this ^nviaUe cmi^ion of thingsr 
and scarcely is ^e^fPrinitarian system founds 
to have a greater effieacy in ^omQting a 
g0neral amencEoMnt in the: mAnners and 
dispositions of niankind. It has now been 



* See Dr. Price's admirable Sermon on ** the Evidence for 
ft Future Period of Improvement in the Statte of Mtu^nd 
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maintained in Europe for the qmce 'of fifteen 
hundred years^ and, during thk long trkd 
of its usefulness^ men have still continued 
to hate, oa«rder> and peraedute one another, 
aad to negleet the duties of piety, benevo* 
lence, ahd temperance. - The reason of this 
has probably been, that, while it has placed 
an irksodie «nd degrading restraint on the 
iBteUectual powers, the divine authority 
and distinguidbked exceUenee of. the go^pcfl 
meraiiiy^ the bright and spotless e^^npfe of 
€hrist, and the awful prospect of rigkiedm 
re/r^tiofi, ha^e been almost hidden front 
the view by the feJbe aifd- worthless inveil* 
tionsy which have been insisted on as of 
equal or muieh greater importance. By 
restoring the Christian faith to its ori^al 
purity, we may expect that it will be made 
to produce on the BO^faids of its professorst 
its genuine effect^, and tbat'Chric^ians will 
once more be distinguished by all those 
inoral *gr|ices^ which adorned the charao« 
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ten of its humble ftdvoeaies^ before it wait 
di&teriorated by the adrni j^tares of hamao 
presumption. 

Yes I beloved brethren I t tlrust thiit^ 
tfrhile we separate ourselves from khA 
majority of our countrymen; While W* 
ai^mble apart to '^ worship the God ojf 
our Fathers;-* while we seareh the iScrip- 
tkires daily^ making thcte the guides of ou# 
faith^ and endeayour to awaken the atien- 
ttou of others to the truth and importanett 
6f our principles; we are using th^ 1best 
method q¥ accelerating the approach &f 
that happy dsra^ when vice and fiuperstitie^ 
#ili no longer d^gi'ttde the dignity And^tol^^ 
kiie the innocent pleastKres of liiati i WhM 
Ambition will create to erect her blood-< 
(ftained trophies^ and avarice to aitaass htf 
sordid spoils'; when the iron rod of tyranny j 
irhith before swayed the World, Will be ex-» 
ehanged for the mild and jsalutary l4ws of 
the Gospel pf Peace) when all the natioM 



onnlftitoii «f gfinoroiil c|«eda, will i«»4i sQfek. 
ewe. tDQtliM-s de«tlni(kiif«i> . iteilblr>. l«iini> 

W«t eisifwd wKti iwm to jAt huppieii 
^ «i|»i«.eSftUe(l aoODfuu We )«i« oairvieil 
()rw9rd.tOitli« dvy.timhea tha roieB <^Mda, 
wW ".wi»ii^,4wliiifetji far everpwr©,^. 
dipll rewittiiifite onr 4c|<>iiing. duot^ iAid oiit 
gldriM, lofiike^ imiiihsiak'hewit^lUnm ibis 
wmok of urarldf* Tltf»4iiiift ia oMwiigW^hmi 
«ttlii)iiinkipl«> mikti compl^uiDolf whiob 

b« l^ft ffm vva^x^ AH th?, :llM>ll».I<»f 
liilQmillliiU tre A<»!ffMi|i«fr fonnM;Aifiii,the9 

A«ifinifwf '^ JSfill|ili« iki gBdKtri»iyic% 
ii fiifleir;^ laiid ikfi'hdloived nnctnar^ oi 
Moan^^ii kaojitond. States andenpirat 
i^.dMlired> and 3&e>«fti<th is wajuhgaUi 

*< Grow dim with age, and nature sink in years." 

n 
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We ore imTelling to the idl^t hadj whkk 
i* peopled with wtt fiitiien^ our kindbred^ 
iMid our frieiids. Bdt m ererlasthig glcxry 
rarrooiKb these perishable watti^ if they^ 
iHio Imwe ' here trained/ tiiHr ' ndiids to the 
Obedience and love of-Ged^ Aall be judged' 
woriUjr to joio: ike <BdMhig -dik-bogd/ o€ 
Angelic Martyrs^ Fatfiardhji^ and Saiiife^ 
wiOoL thete 'to : ningb meoiifined tikrbi^ 
the Temple of ih^ Universe ; (»jbying^tiie^ 
most fair iawi extensive Views of the iHvitte 
works ;''Joohilig baek wiftej^nltatiMi to ttie 
son^ows^ 'tbe tHals^ and temptiitioas ov^ 
which they iare triumphant; -seeing (^ecl as 
he il^ and advancing perpetmdly in' hii» like- 
ness; employing their e^i^ed ^Wers:in 
the. promotion of good; and reaping ihose 
gttfalime and endless saiutTactions; which ^eye 
hath not sem; nor ear'heard^ and'whieh it 
hath not entered into tihe- heart of man to 
«>nceive. To obtain this blissfnl rank is 
onr wisest and most glorious aim: Let it 
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be oar unwearied study, our daily prayer, 
aor fervent aspiration. 

Now to tlie King, Eternal, Immortal, 
bividble^.THE oiHiT €k>D, be ascribed ho* 
noiir and glory for erer and ever. Amen. 
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TO THE READER, 



im0>0»mmm^ m ^^im0^mm0^0^i^»^^0 



As thB pi^ediiig IMicoiirse tH»ten^ 
nord tihaii a brief Btatenient nif the dtttiii«> 
guishikig epinionK of Unitarwilir tod HbtB 
grounds of their dissent^ I cannot expect 
that it will canmnce any one. I howerer 
indulge the hope^ that^ through the blessing 
of God and the force of undisguised majestic 
truths it will dispose some serious and can- 
did Readers to attend to the arguments by 
which Unitarianism is supported. For the 
satisfaction of such persons, I subjoin a list 
of PtMicaiioM^ which appear to me to sup- 
ply the best defence of Unitarian principles, 
only observing that an impartial compari- 
son of the evidence, produced both Jar and 
against those principles, is all that their 
advocates ask or wish. 




lAH of VnHarum PubUcatiOM* 

» 

By John Lock£« 

The Reasonableness of Christianity, as delivered in the 
Scriptures* 

By William Penn. 

Hie Sandy Foiindatioti Shaken f or," thdseitey genen% 
bdieved and applauded doctrines of one God subsisting 
in three distinct and separate persons, of the impossi- 
bility of God's pankming aimers without a pl^iaiy 
satis&ction, &€. refuted firom the authcrity of Scripture 
testimcHiiei and right reason^-^ls* 

By Thomas EImltn. 

^ CdDection of Tracts, rdating to the Deity, Worsh^ 
. and Satisfiiction of the Lord Jesus Christ. 



By Daniel Whitby, D. D. 
Last Thoughts conoeming the Trinity. 

By Isaac Watts, D. D. 
A Solemn Address to the Deity. ^ 

By JcHiN Taylok, D. D. 

The Scrq>ture Doctrine of Ori^nal Sin proposed ^ §^ 
and candid Examination. 

The Scripture Doctrine of Atonement examined. 

A Key to the Apostolic Writings, or an essay to explain 
the gospd scheme, and the prmcipal woids and phrases 
the Apostles have used in describing it — (Prefixed to 
Taylor on the Romans.) 

By Nathaniel Laruner, D« D. 

A Letter on the Logos, with two Postscripts concerning 
the Dirinity of the Holy Spirit, &c.-^ls. 

By Richard Price, D. D. F. R. SL &c. 
Sermons on Christian Doctrine* 



By Joseph PAisstlEv, LL. D; F. R« S. &|^ &c. 

An Appeal to the Professors of Christianity, on the use 
of Reason in matters of Religion, the Power of Man to 
do the Will of God, the Divinity of Christ, &c.— 6d. 

ITie Trial of Mr. Elwall for Heresy.— Id. 

A fiuniliar Illustration of certain Passages of Scripture.— 
4d. 

A History of the Corruptions of Christianity, 2 vol. Sro* 
(See also the whole of tl>e Controversy with Bishop 
; Horsey.) 

A History of Early Opinions concerning Christ, proving 
that the Churdi was at first Unitarian, 4 vol. 8vo. 
(Answered by Dr. JamieMm of Edinburgh.) 

By Gilbert Wakefield, B. A. 

An Inquiry into the Opinion^ of the Christian Writers 
of the three first centuries, concerning the Person of 
Christ. 

* * 

By Theophilus Lindsey, M. A. 

An Apology for resigning the Vicarage of Catterick; 
and the Seauel to the Apology. — 28. 6d. (Answ'ered 
by Dr. Burgh, Mr. Bingham, and Dn Randolph.) 

Conversations on Christian Idolatry. — is. 

Conversati<nis on the Divine Oovernitient, showing that 
every thing is from God and for good to afl. — Is. 6d. 

By John Disney, D. D. F. A. S. 
An Apology for Resigning the Rectory of Panton, &c. 

« 

By Thomas Belsham. 

The Importance of Truth and the Duty of making an 
open profassion of it, a Sermon. 

Freedomof Inquiry and Zeal in the difiuston of Christian 
Truth, asserted and recommend^: a Discourse de- 
livered at, Bristol, before a Society for promoting 
Christian knowledge and the practice of virtue by the 
distribution of booK^. 



A Calm Inqniiy into the ScrifAtna Doctrine ccmceming 

the Parson « Christ.— rl4«. : 
A Review of Mr. Wilberfom^a Treatise. 

' By Joshua Toiruini, CD. ' < 

The Lives of John Kd^e, M. A. and Thomas Krfnih. — 

28. 6d. , ' 

A Sermon on the Scripture term, Mystery.^-4d. 
A Review of the Preachii^ ^of the ApoBtles; or ^e 
Practical Efficacy of the Uailatian Doctrine, proved 
and illustrated from the Acta -of the Aposties and the 
i^iisdes of Paul to Timothy and Htus.— If. ;. 

A Dialogue between a Dutch Pr<AeHant and a FiBncistian 
Friar.— 6d. 

By Lant Cabpemter, LL.D. :,.:;,, 
The Importance of the Doctrine of the Prc^wr Vmty. of 

God— la." 

Errors respec^ng Unitarianism considered.— Is^ 6d. ,. ' 

Discourses on the Omuineness, Integri^, and Public 

Vetuoa of: the New Testament; with a list of -the 

prindpel^ dqwrtures of : Qxieabacb'a Text &oiii the 

received TesL—ls. 6d. : i 

Unitarianism the Doctrine of the Go^I; a view of the 

scriptOTalerdundB ^ Unitaiiaaism, with an exmni^ 

nation of all the expressions in the Kew Testament, 

which are gefierally coosidered aa supporting oppoaits 

doctrines.— 6s. 

By T. CooAN, M. D. 
Letters on Hereditary Depravity, addressed to Mr. Wit- 
berfoTce. — Is. 6d. 

By William Frend, M. A. 
An Address to Trinitarians, exhorting them to turn 
from the &lEe worship of three persons to the worship 
«f the one true God. — 2d. 



By ItHHASD Wstom. 
An Essay on die Unity and Supremacy of A» me Qod 

uid Father, and the i|iferiQri^ of Ms Sob iesuB Qtris^ 

— 6d. 
An Essay on die Huiasiuty of Chriat* intended to show 

tbe cQQsistatcy and utili^ of inaintainif<g that. oiir> 

Lord Jesus Christ is one of the human race.— <^ 
An Essay on the Existence of the Devil.-r-ls. 
Letters on Election.— is. (Glasgow, 1812.) 
lite Free Oraoe of Ood defended.-~4s. 
Fifteen Diaceurses rat Evange^oal SubjceU — Bs. 

The New Testament, In an improred verson. — 8to. 16s. 

-h12d)0'S4--^18ii>o* widioat the pre&ce wd notesf 43. 
Cheistib's Discourses on the Divine Vrnty—^M, 
Cahdale'b Tme Doctrine c^ tbe Nev. Teetament om- 

cerning Jesus Christ. 
Smith's Designed End of the Sodnian Controversy. — *d. 
Asfland'b Vindication of Unitarian Worship ; a Sermoi^ 

at the opening the new Meeting-house, {lackney. — 

is-ed. 

GsuitDy'B Chiistiam^ an loteUectual and' Individual 
Balifpan} a Discourse at' the opening (^ a Chapel in 
Liverpool for the worship of the One- undivided Ood. 

. ^Ifi.  

Eaton's Scr^ttare the only Guide to Rdigioat IViuh.— 

2s. 6d. 
Ltons* Sermon on the Right and Duly of a ftdthful imd 

fearless Examination of the Scriptures.— Is. 6d. 
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